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Envirothon coaches:  Please pass the message below to your teams, by email if possible so the links 

stay live.  Ellie Horwitz, Paul Jahnige, Jennifer Soper, Jim Lafley, Melissa Cryan, Marion Larson 

and others helped with ideas, links, and inspiration for this message. Thanks to all! - Will Snyder 

 

 

 

Hello Envirothon teams -  

 

I hope you are having a great time exploring the outdoor corners of your community and trying 

new adventures outdoors.  This is essential background “research” for the current issue this year.  

I’m not kidding! 

 

For your current issue presentation, your team will be asked to identify an outdoor recreation issue 

in your community.  To do this, you will need to get out and see places and talk to people. 

 

Your task is to learn enough about the issue that you can decide on a realistic solution.  Your 

presentation to the judges at the Envirothon will be an explanation of the issue, the solution you 

propose, and the next steps your community should take. 

 

I am sending this email just in case you are having a hard time getting started on your “Outdoor 

Recreation and the Environment” quest.  The idea here is to give you a few ideas for quick internet 

explorations that will propel you away from your computer and out into the real life world of your 

community! 

 

- Will Snyder  (wsnyder@umext.umass.edu) 

 

 

 

 

QUICK INTERNET EXPLORATIONS  (Start anywhere.  Stop anytime and go outside!) 

 

 

EXPLORATION #1.  The importance of having fun outdoors, and what is being done about it: 

 

The Children & Nature Network is “building a movement to reconnect children and nature”  Meet 

them at http://www.cnaturenet.org/   Among other things on its website, the Network has collected 

lots of intriguing news stories.  For example: 

 

Are we afraid of the outdoors? 

http://www.cnaturenet.org/news/detail/scientific_american_are_we_afraid_of_the_outdoors 

 

We don’t roam as far from home as our parents did 

http://www.cnaturenet.org/news/detail/how_children_lost_the_right_to_roam_in_four_generations/ 

 

And here’s something schools can do to connect children with nature! 

http://www.cnaturenet.org/news/detail/canadian_report_advocates_less_homework_more_play 

 

While you’re at it, try googling <biophilic design> 

 



 

 

EXPLORATION #2.  Wildlife and Recreation 

 

Here’s a link to the recreation page of our own Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife:  

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/recreation/recreation_home.htm 

 

Looking for a controversy?  Try googling <Sunday hunting ban massachusetts>   

 

Or how about this:  “Collision Course? Off-Road Vehicle Impacts on Hunting and Fishing” at 

http://www.iwla.org/publications/wilderness/OHVreport.pdf 

 

Here is an interesting challenge.  The number of young hunters is decreasing. The older generation 

of hunters is not being replaced. It is a huge potential problem to wildlife managers.  They tell us 

that hunters play an important role in keeping wildlife populations in balance.  How can young 

people be encouraged to learn to hunt?  Try googling <youth hunt> for more. 

 

What about other kinds of recreation involving wildlife?  There are quite a number of bird clubs in 

Massachusetts and it wouldn’t be hard to connect with a bird club or birders in your community.  

Best website that has links to most of the bird clubs in the state is http://www.massbird.org 

  

More on living with wildlife can be found at 

http://www.massaudubon.org/Nature_Connection/wildlife/index.php 

 

 

 

EXPLORATION #3.  No Child Left Inside! 

 

What are our Massachusetts State Parks doing to encourage everyone to get out and enjoy the 

outdoors?  Check out: 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/gpp/index.htm  and  

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/universal_access/index.htm 

 

And here’s another way to encourage people to explore, this time it’s a Paddlers Guide to New 

England Rivers  http://www.massaudubon.org/paddlers/index.php 

 

 

 

EXPLORATION #4.  Trails 

 

There are tons of interesting issues about trails.  Did you know that Massachusetts has its own web 

site and “Connections” monthly online newsletter devoted to this topic?  See  

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/greenway/index.htm 

 

Some of the big trail issues in Massachusetts are 

 

* Private property rights vs. trail recreation.  This set of issues can become particularly polarized in 

rail trail (trails on old railroad beds) efforts.  Here are some Mass rail trail links:          

http://www.americantrails.org/resources/statetrails/MAstate.html          

http://www.brucefreemanrailtrail.org/           

http://www.southamptongreenway.org/home.html 



*  Public use of trails on private lands, and particularly landowner liability issues.  See 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/greenway/newsletter.htm#ptpl  

* Motorized vs. non-motorized trail use.  See  http://www.mass.gov/dcr/recreate/orv.htm 

 

 

EXPLORATION #4.  Your town’s open space plan. 

 

Does that sound boring or what?  But believe it or not, a group of residents in your town has sat 

down and put together a plan for protecting open space, and outdoor recreation is part of that plan.  

This is a very good place to begin your search for recreation issues.  Were young people’s interests 

considered in the plan?  Only one way to find out.  You can read about open space plans at:  

http://www.mass.gov/envir/dcs/openspace/default.htm 

 

But to see your own town’s plan, you will have to contact your public library or town offices. 

 

 

 

EXPLORATION #5  Maps 

 

It is easy to get lost in amazing internet map sites and never get outside.  I won’t help you do that.  

Instead, here are some maps that can help you learn about recreation opportunities near you: 

 

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/recreation/publications/recreation_map.pdf 

http://www.massaudubon.org/Nature_Connection/sanctuaries.php 

http://www.thetrustees.org/pages/1581_property_directory.cfm 

 

 

 

Are you still with me?  Are you still indoors looking at your computer screen?  What can I do to 

get you to go outside?  Here are a couple of handy tools to help you with your Current Issue 

preparations.  But if I were you, I’d take a hike before buckling down to look at these pages:  

 

There are some background resources already provided on the Mass Envirothon web site at 

http://www.maenvirothon.org/2008%20Envirothon%20Current%20Issue.doc  Page 4 has some 

suggested “Strategies for Community Investigation. 

 

The Community Research Award checklist on the Mass Envirothon web site at  

http://www.maenvirothon.org/comm%20res%20check%2008.pdf  has a list of tasks on page 2 that 

will help you get ready for the current issue. 

 

 

 

Now, take that hike. 

 


