
2017 Mass Envirothon Community Award Summary – Research and Action on Agricultural Soil & Water Conservation 

 

Team Research – summary of issues/ 
solutions discovered: 

Research – an unexpected find! Action Project 

Brockton High School/Wildlands 
Trust 

The team found that poor soil health and 
limited water accessibility limit urban 
agriculture potential in the city. 

Conway School of Design is working with City 
officials to develop an Urban Agriculture Plan. 

Team worked with Brockton’s Promise youth development 
network and urban agriculture advocates, collected soil 
samples and assessed rain barrel potential at five community 
garden sites. 

David Prouty High School 
(Spencer) 

Many farmers are taking responsible action, 
but we need all the public on board as well.  
Fertilizing lawns near lakes and rivers is 
causing nutrient pollution. 

Jordan Farm is planning to put in an anaerobic 
digester to power the farm 

Team interviewed a variety of knowledgeable residents on 
soil and water issues for their local cable access channel. 

Dighton Rehoboth High School Our area has great agricultural potential  
Using effective strategies that focus on 
regeneration will lead to healthier soils, 
cleaner water, and more food production. 

Interview with Steve Murray of Heart Beets 
Farm – an intro to deep organic practices 

No action project submitted this year. 

Doherty Memorial High School 
(Worcester)  

Opportunities for food production are 
limited in the city.  Water and soil pollution 
are challenges.  However, efforts are being 
made to resolve these issues. 

YouthGROW, an urban agriculture/youth 
development program at the Regional 
Environmental Council in Worcester 

Team engaged in a letter writing campaign to urge changes 
in program funding priorities. 

Greater New Bedford Regional 
Voc-Tech High School 

Growing sunflowers can help remediate 
brownfields sites by accumulating toxins 
from the soil. 

Ray Holberger – Municipal Agriculture 
Commission member and New Bedford 
Environmental Planner 

Team developed a soil remediation plan, educating the 
community about using sunflowers as pollutant hyper 
accumulators 

Holyoke High School School gardens at the high school can offer 
the public an opportunity to learn and 
participate in being environmentally 
conscious. 

Nuestras Raices urban farm is implementing 
drip irrigation to conserve water. 

No action project submitted this year. 

Leicester High School Team research focused on soil and water 
quality at Cooper’s Farm and Henshaw Pond.  
They analyzed samples and spoke with local 
resource people. 

Discovered high water quality in drinking water 
reservoir 

Team shared water quality test findings with Board of 
Selectmen 

Lexington High School The town’s agricultural areas offer great 
potential for agriculture, but this is not a 
priority given residential development and 
historical significance.  Recommendation:  
limits on land development. 

Massachusetts law books and Code of 
Lexington at local library as a source of 
soil/water law 

Initiated a partnership between the high school and local 
farms for community service work opportunities. 

Norfolk Agricultural High School The school focuses on agricultural water and 
soil conservation, but does not practice it.  
The team is recommending ways to conserve 
soil and water on site. 

1950 Conservation Plan for Norfolk County 
Agricultural High School 

No action project submitted this year. 

Seekonk High School The town’s environmental status is decent, 
but could benefit from more environmental 
education and external support 

Seekonk Land Trust as a source for local 
conservation information 

Offered low cost soil testing for lead and nutrients to home 
gardeners in their community 

Shepherd Hill Regional High 
School 

The team investigated a wide range of soil 
and water issues, including erosion, soil pH, 
stormwater, eutrophication, groundwater 
depletion. 

USDA Web Soil Survey plus farmer interviews Team offered public education on soil health and water 
quality at Earth Fest in Charlton 

Worcester Technical High school  The team observed examples of lead in soil, 
erosion, and water pH level problems. 

USDA experts on phytoremediation of lead in 
soil 

Team planned Lead in Soil awareness video 


