
2020 Massachusetts Envirothon 
Team Presentation Review  
 
This survey is for use by Envirothon judges/volunteers AND Envirothon teams who volunteer to review 
2020 Envirothon team presentations.  Your time and attention are appreciated!  We need lots of 
perspectives, and the more reviews, the better.  
 
If you are able, try answering this survey as a group, or with at least one other person (at a distance of 
course!).  Discuss your reactions.  Refine your opinions.  Combine your comments!  
 
We encourage you to answer “yes” at the end of this survey to say that you are willing to answer 
questions from the team about your comments.   
 
Review surveys must be submitted by end of day, Thursday, May 21.  Reviews of each presentation will 
be compiled and forwarded to the team.  
 
Questions?  Contact Will Snyder, UMass Extension, at wsnyder@umass.edu or join a zoom meeting.  A 
schedule of drop-in zoom meetings, open to all, is posted on the Envirothon web site. 
 
2020 Presentation Options 
  
This is an experiment!  Your participation as a reviewer will help us learn how to support recorded team 
presentations in the future. 
 
Teams have been invited to make an audio-visual presentation that sends a clear message to their 
communities about an important issue they see. 
 
This experiment will only be a success if teams tackle a genuine issue facing their communities and 
beyond.  This is not an academic exercise!  
 
Teams had three options to choose from: 
 
1.  Focus on the planned 2020 Current Issue, Sustainable Safe Water Supply, drawing on all the 
Envirothon natural resource management topics to answer the question:  What actions should our 
communities take now to ensure an ecologically healthy and resilient water supply for the future? 
 
2.  Widen your focus to look at the ways the world is changing in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and think about what that means for you, your community, and the world. The pandemic is upending 
many expectations and assumptions about the future.  It looks like there will be no going back to the 
“normal” we knew before.  Do we even want to go back to that normal, from an environmental 
perspective?  How will we respond?  This unprecedented moment invites the best of our critical 
imagination.  A different world is possible. 
 
3.  Combine these two choices, or decide for yourself what your focus should be.  The bottom line:  Mass 
Envirothon is asking you to produce a video, a message to your community about what you believe is 
truly important. 
 
 
 



Instructions for Reviewers 
 

 Reviews must be entered online, but you may want to see all the questions in advance, and 
print out a copy for reference as you watch the presentations.  A .pdf of the questions is 
available. 

 Reviews must be submitted by end of day, Thursday, May 21.  Reviews of each presentation will 
be compiled and forwarded to the team. 

 If you want, make answering this survey a social occasion (at a distance of course)!  After 
viewing the presentation, try answering the questions with one other person, or your whole 
team.  Discuss your reactions.  Refine your opinions.  You can then combine your comments, or 
have each person complete their own survey. 

 If a question does not appear relevant to the presentation, the survey allows you to skip the 
question.  You do not need to respond. 

 However, your thoughtful response to as many questions as possible, with lots of thoughtful 
comments, is greatly appreciated!   

  Be encouraging and respectful in your comments. 
o Do not hesitate to correct errors of fact, but do it gently.  You might begin with “It’s my 

understanding that . . .” 
o Teams may come to a different conclusion than you on a controversial issue.  This does 

not make their conclusion wrong. 
o Keep in mind that some teams have had to work harder than others to produce this 

presentation (e.g. some have easier access to equipment and expertise).  Cheer 
everyone on in their learning! 

 Distinguish fact from opinion. 
o In your answers, indicate how you know what you know, and tell the team about the 

background(s) you bring to the review. 
o You are welcome to offer both opinions and facts, but be clear about which are which. 
o You are especially welcome to explain the values that inform your opinions!  Please 

recognize that the team may hold different values that are also legitimate. 
 
Please tell us who you are:  

 Anonymous reviews will not be recorded. 
 You can choose not to take questions from the team about your review (See the question at the 

end of the survey). 
 Reviewer #1 

Last name (or team name) 
First name 
Town where you live 
School, agency, or organization you are associated with 
Describe any special interests and/or expertise 
Best email address to reach you 

Reviewer #2 (optional) 
Last name 
First name 
Town where you live 
School, agency, or organization you are associated with 
Describe any special interests and/or expertise 
Best email address to reach you 

 



Name of Presenting Team: 
 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 
THE MESSAGE 

 Does the presentation describe a focus issue (a burning question or problem that the team 
believes should be addressed)? 

 Does the presentation explain connections between the focus issue and forest, soil, water, and 
wildlife resources?  

 Does the presentation identify root causes of the issue?  

 Does the presentation demonstrate an understanding of the relevant science? 

 Does the presentation consider specific ways that the issue affects the team’s own community? 

 Does the presentation consider what “resilience” could mean in addressing this issue? 

 What is the message you are taking away from the presentation, in one or two sentences: 

 Other comments on this presentation’s message: 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION 

 Does the presentation recommend specific individual and/or community actions that should be 
taken? 

 Does the presentation explain how the recommended actions will address the problem? 

 What recommendations for action do you hear? 

 If there are recommendations for action, are they realistic and doable?  Why or why not? 

 If there are recommendations for action, do they address the heart of the problem?  Why or 
why not? 

 
RESEARCH 

 Does the presentation include enough information from a variety of reliable sources (e.g. non-
government and government sources, scientific sources, news media, interviews as 
appropriate)? 

 Does the presentation introduce differing opinions on the issue? 

 Does the presentation include relevant information on the history of the issue? 

 What other research sources might make this a stronger presentation? 

 An example of where the presentation is well-supported with research:  

 What other comments do you have about the team’s research? 
 
PRESENTATION 

 Is this presentation organized so that you clearly understand the points it is making? 

 Does the presentation grasp and hold your attention? 

 Does the presentation persuade you to take action? 

 Do the visual images help make the presentation effective? 

 What one or two things in this presentation will stick with you longest? 
 
TEAMWORK  

 Did the team work together to do research and reflection? 

 Did the team work together to assemble the presentation? 

 What examples of teamwork do you see? 
 
 



WRAP-UP 
Please answer only the questions below that seem most relevant to this presentation, in your opinion.  
You do not need to answer all the questions. 

 What questions do you have after viewing this presentation? 

 What surprised you about this presentation? 

 What was least clear in this presentation? 

 Did this presentation make you think in new ways?  Describe: 

 Additional wrap-up comments for this team and their presentation: 
 
 
Are you willing to respond to questions from this team about your review? 

o Yes, I/we would be happy to correspond with the team. 
o Yes, for specific clarification questions only. 
o No, not at this time. 

 
 
We thank you for your time spent taking this survey. 
Your response has been recorded. 


