
Massachusetts Envirothon 2021 Current Issue 

COMMUNITY RESEARCH  
Checklist  

 
The following is a list of recommended research tasks for teams as they prepare for their 2021 Current Issue presentation.   
Teams who accomplish a majority of these tasks will be well-prepared to respond to the Current Issue Problem. 

 
1.  PEOPLE:  We interviewed (at least) THREE people concerned with water resources in our community.  How is climate 
change affecting their work?  Write name and organizational affiliation: 
 

• Forester or wildlife manager 
 

• Someone responsible for drinking water and/or wastewater 
 

• Someone responsible for wetland protection 
 

• Someone responsible for soil and water conservation 
 

• Someone responsible for environmentally responsible development 
 

In your research, aim for a three-dimensional perspective on the Current Issue. 
 
Teams should aim for research that encompasses at least three different perspectives on the issue.  Why should you 
look for “different perspectives”?  Listening to differing viewpoints on an issue adds depth and breadth to your 
understanding.  Differing viewpoints are not necessarily opposing views.  They may stem from differences in 

• disciplinary background (e.g. natural science or social science or engineering) 

• scale of engagement (e.g. local vs regional),  

• kind of engagement (e.g. field-based management, public education), or  

• political or philosophical views. 
A single person’s perspective may have multiple dimensions, based on their experience.  Different perspectives often 
lead people to recommend different solutions, or to emphasize different reasons for a solution.  Your understanding of 
this complexity will lead you to better potential solutions! 
 
A single site visit or interview could accomplish one, two, or even more of the suggested research tasks on the list 
below.  However, to achieve true depth and breadth (three dimensions) in your research, your team should look and 
listen for a variety of perspectives on the issue.  
 
In your presentation, your team should be able to show that you have gotten inside the perspectives of the people you 
talked to.  You should be able to represent these perspectives well. 
 
At least 2 of these perspectives should include interactions (actual conversations in person, via zoom, or via email) with 
real people. 
 

Community RESEARCH Award 
 
To qualify for the 2021 Mass Envirothon Community Research Award, your team must: 

• Use the spaces below (plus additional sheets if you need them) to record the research that your team has done.  

• The items below are the minimum required for the Community Research award. 

• Submit this checklist with a completed signature sheet by Monday, May 3, 2021.   
 
Team Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 



• Engineer who works with green infrastructure 
 

• Watershed activist 
 

• another (briefly describe their water resource connection) 
 
 
2.  ORGANIZATIONS.  We found (at least THREE) examples of the involvement of the following agencies and organizations 
in climate and water resource issues IN OUR COMMUNITY. 
 

• Federal agency 
 

• State agency 
 

• Nongovernmental Organization (NGO) 
 

• Quasi Nongovernmental Organization (QUANGO, e.g. Conservation District) 
 

• Engineering firm  
 

• Multinational corporation 
 

• Local board with water management responsibilities (e.g. Board of Water Commissioners, Conservation Commission, 
Board of Health, Planning Board) 

 
 
4.  PLACES: We visited the following TWO significant sites where gray (engineered) and/or green (natural) water 
infrastructure are visibly at work in our community, in ways that are relevant to our community’s response to climate 
change.  (Be able to show where these sites are using a map.) 
 

• One site:  smaller scale, specific site importance:   
 
 

• Second site:  larger scale, watershed-wide importance: 
 

 
         
4.  MAPS.  We used the map tool provided by Envirothon and/or our own mapping investigations to learn more about the 
impact of climate change on our community’s water resources.  Please describe briefly: 
 
 
 
 
5. ACTION.  We became familiar with our community’s participation in the Municipal Vulnerabilities Preparedness project, 
particularly findings and plans aimed at water management in an era of changing climate.     Briefly explain a) the 
problem(s) being addressed and b) what remedies and best management practices are being implemented (or should be):  
 
 
 
 
6. PUBLISHED INFORMATION. 
 

a.  MEDIA REPORTS. We found the following local news story this year with a climate/water resource/infrastructure 
connection (Please submit a live link and/or printable pdf of this piece): 



• Headline  
 

• News Source 
 

• Date 
 
b.  PUBLIC EDUCATION RESOURCES.  We visited and evaluated (at least TWO of) the following agency websites and 
found these particular pages to be most useful for enlightening the general public about water resource and climate 
issues facing our community (provide URLs and briefly explain the value you found): 
 

• USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service 
 

• US Environmental Protection Agency 
 

• US Geologic Survey 
 

• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
 

3. PERSPECTIVES:  These three resources (people, organizations, places, published info) were the most useful in helping us 
gain a multi-dimensional understanding of the issue: 
 

1. 
 
2.   
 
3. 

 
7.  SUMMARY.   If someone in your community asked you why “Water Resources and Climate Change” is an important 
LOCAL issue, how would you explain this in 2-3 sentences? 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  RESEARCH STORY.  Write a short statement on at least one of the following: 
 
___ KEY RESOURCE: We found the following person and/or organization to be particularly important for our community 
research (provide name, title & organization if appropriate, and email address).  How would you describe their perspective 
on the issue? 
 
 
 
 
___ OBSERVATION:  We observed our community water infrastructure being tested by an extreme precipitation event.  
Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
___ SERENDIPITY:  We took this unexpected twist or turn, and/or found this notable but unexpected resource in our 
research 
 
 
 


