
 

Massachusetts Envirothon 2022 
 

Community Research & Community Action Awards 
 
Why Community Awards? Your team works hard to prepare for your Envirothon Current Issue presentation. 
You deserve recognition for this work! And if your Current Issue research results in a service or action project 
that benefits your community, this also should be recognized. 
 
The Mass Envirothon Community Awards provide important recognition for your team, plus visibility for your 
school and your community. Teams who work to qualify for the awards tell us that they have a better 
Envirothon experience overall. Everybody wins! 
 
These awards are optional and noncompetitive. They can be earned by any team that meets the award 
requirements. You and your coach are responsible for certifying the quality and completeness of your work. 
 
Your team can earn one or both of these awards: 
 

The Massachusetts Envirothon Community Research Award is presented to teams who have done 
thorough and wide-ranging community investigation in preparation for their Current Issue presentations. 
To meet the standard for the award, you must show that you have been resourceful in using a range of 
research strategies -- exploring community places, talking to a variety of people, using maps, 
researching at the library and town offices, making scientific observations, and using the web.  

 
The Massachusetts Envirothon Community Action Award is presented to teams who take what 
they learn in their Current Issue research and use that knowledge to benefit their community. All kinds 
of action projects are possible: community education, advocating for change, collecting data, or hands-
on conservation projects in the field. You might plug into an existing community effort or develop a 
project of your own. To be eligible for the Action Award, your team must first meet all the 
requirements for the Community Research Award. This demonstrates that you know what you are 
talking about!  
 

• Special Challenge:  For 2022, your team can choose to earn the Action Award by 
creating and posting a 2-4 minute digital/social media presentation on: 

 
What our community needs to know about Zero Waste and how we can get there 

 
On the day of the Envirothon competition (or as near to that time as can be scheduled):  If you are 
qualifying for a community award, your team will meet with one or two Envirothon volunteers who will interview 
you about your research and action experiences. This is relaxed, fun opportunity to show and tell about the 
good work that Envirothon teams do! 
 
To receive a Community Award your team must: 

• Complete the Community Award Signatures sheet 

• Complete the Research Award Checklist (and one of the Action Award Certification sheets if you 
are doing a project) 

• Scan the completed forms and email them to wsnyder@umass.edu by end of day Monday, May 9.   

• Bring yourselves, and examples of your research/action, to a Community Award interview that will be 
scheduled for a time on or around the date of the competition. 

 
This is a big deal!   

• Teams who earn Community Awards receive recognition and a certificate at the May competition. 

• A letter of congratulations is sent to each team’s principal, with copies to their coaches, superintendent, 
community partners, state legislators, local news media contacts, and the Secretary of Energy & 
Environmental Affairs. 

 
Questions?  Contact Will Snyder, 413.387.2371 or wsnyder@umass.edu  
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Massachusetts Envirothon 2022  

Community Awards 
 Signatures Sheet  

 

To submit:  scan/email completed form by end of day Monday, May 9, 2022 to Will Snyder (wsnyder@umass.edu) 
 

School/Organization ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By our signatures below, we certify that (check one) 
 

___ our team has completed the research on the Community Research Award checklist, or 
 

___ our team has completed the research on the Community Research Award checklist AND will EITHER complete a 
Community Action Project OR post our digital social media presentation before May 12. 
 

Further, we certify that we all participated in this as a team effort, and all requirements for the award(s) have been met.  
 

Research 
award 

Action 
award 

Team Members and Other Researchers 
(print names and use a separate sheet of paper to add 

more names/signatures.) 

Grade Town of Residence Signature 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

  Coach:    

  Coach:    

 

Please provide the following contact Information 

 

Principal       Email           Phone     

  

Address        Town       Zip    

 

Superintendent       Email      Phone     

 

Coach #1        Email      Phone     

 

Coach #2        Email      Phone     

 

Please list all state legislators who represent members of your team at the Massachusetts State Legislature in Boston   

 
Representative(s)                    
 
Senator(s)                
 

Please provide contact info for a local news source with a good record for reporting on youth/community matters: 
 

Email                                                      Name       

mailto:wsnyder@umass.edu


Massachusetts Envirothon 2022 Current Issue 

COMMUNITY RESEARCH  
Checklist  

 
The following is a list of recommended research tasks for teams as they prepare for their 2022 Current Issue 
presentation.  These are suggestions for ways to get good research breadth.  Your own questions may take you deeper.  
 
Teams who accomplish these tasks will be well-prepared to create a presentation responding to the Current Issue 
Problem.  Teams that complete and submit this checklist can qualify for the Mass Envirothon 2022 Community Research 
Award. To submit:scan/email completed form by end of day Monday, May 9, 2022 to Will Snyder (wsnyder@umass.edu) 

 

 
1.  PEOPLE:  We interviewed (at least) THREE people concerned with waste reduction and waste management that 
affects our community.   

• Your interactions should be through actual back and forth (with follow-up) conversations - in person, via zoom, 
or by email. 

• You should interview at least THREE people. 

• You may talk with one person about several of the topics below.  It’s up to you to decide whether you got 
enough from the interview to list that person under each of those topics. 

• Be ready to explain how the three persons’ perspectives on the issues differed or were similar.   

• Check the box next to the topic(s) that your interviews touched on, and write the name, organizational 
affiliation, and email address for the person(s) who talked about the topic. 

 
A person with job responsibilities and/or extensive knowledge and experience . . .  
 
. . . In our municipality 

 implementing elements of the 2030 Solid Waste Master Plan  
 

 educating the public about waste management 
 

 day-to-day collection/hands-on management of waste 
 

 the history of waste management sites and practices in our community 
 
. . . with these forms of waste 

 the top (most preferred) levels of the Food Recovery Hierarchy 
 

 plastics  
 

 plant and/or animal waste in forestry, urban/suburban landscaping, agriculture, or other areas of natural resource 
conservation 

 

 repair and reuse (e.g. freecycling and right to repair) 

Community RESEARCH Award 
 
To qualify for the 2022 Mass Envirothon Community Research Award, your team must: 

• Use the spaces below (plus additional sheets if you need them) to record your team’s research 

• The items below are the minimum required for the Community Research award. 

• Submit this checklist with a completed signature sheet by end of day Monday, May 9, 2022.   

• Be ready to talk with a reviewer to provide fuller explanation of your checklist answers.  
 
Team Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:wsnyder@umass.edu
https://www.mass.gov/guides/solid-waste-master-plan
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-recovery-hierarchy


 
. . . advocating new ideas and approaches involving waste management and: 

 sustainability/climate change 
 

 action for environmental justice  
 

 pending legislation at the Massachusetts State House 
 

. . . or another area of experience and expertise (briefly describe their waste management connection) 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.  ORGANIZATIONS.  We found (at least THREE) examples of different levels of government and private organizations at 
work on waste management issues IN OUR COMMUNITY. Name the agency/organization and provide a phrase 
describing specific goals or projects they were working on. 
 

• Federal agency 
 

 

• State agency 
 
 

• Municipal board concerned with aspects of waste management  
 
 

• Nongovernmental Organization (NGO) 
 
 

• Private business 
 
 

• Another form of organization: 
 
 
 
3.  PLACES: We visited the following TWO significant sites relevant to waste management, past or present, in our 
community (Be able to show where these sites are using a map.) 
 

•    
 
 

•  
 

         
4.  MAPS.  We used the map tool provided by Envirothon and/or our own mapping investigations to understand waste 
management issues in our community.  Please describe briefly: 
 
 
 
 
5. ACTION.  We became familiar with local activities relating to Massachusetts’ 2030 Solid Waste Master Plan. (Briefly 
explain a) the problem(s) being addressed and b) what remedies are being planned or implemented):  
 
 
 

https://www.mass.gov/guides/solid-waste-master-plan


6. PUBLISHED INFORMATION. 
 

a. MEDIA REPORTS. We found the following two local news stories this year with waste management implications 
for our community (Please list headline, media source, and date below, and include a live link if possible): 

 

•  
 

•  
 
 
b.  PUBLIC EDUCATION RESOURCES.  We visited and evaluated at least five websites and found these THREE web 
pages to be most useful for enlightening the general public about the importance and potential for achieving zero 
waste. (Provide URLs and a phrase on the value you found): 
 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

 
 

7. PERSPECTIVES:  These three resources already listed above (people, organizations, places, published info) were the 
most useful in helping us gain a multi-dimensional understanding of the issue: 
 

1. 
 
2.   
 
3. 

 
8.  SUMMARY.   If someone in your community asked you why “Zero Waste” is an important issue for your community, 
how would you explain this in 2-3 sentences? 
 
 
 
 
 
9.  RESEARCH STORY.  Write a short statement on at least one of the following: 
 
___ KEY RESOURCE: We found the following person and/or organization to be particularly important for our community 
research (provide name, title & organization if appropriate, and email address).  How would you describe their 
perspective on the issue? 
 
 
 
 
___ OBSERVATION:  We observed our community waste management systems up close, and this affected our thinking 
about the issue.  Please describe: 
 
 
 
 
___ SERENDIPITY:  We found this notable but unexpected resource in our research 
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Massachusetts Envirothon 2022 

Community ACTION Award 
Project Certification 

 
 

To submit: Please scan/email and send to Will Snyder (wsnyder@umass.edu) by end of day Monday May 9, 2022. 
 
If you are participating in the MEDIA CHALLENGE, skip this form and submit the Media Challenge Certification. 

 
School/Organization ______________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                
 

 

Community Research 

___ We have completed the requirements for the Mass Envirothon Community Research Award and have 
submitted the Community Awards Signatures Sheet and Research Award Checklist. 

 
Community Connections 

___ We attach a letter from a community contact based outside our school attesting to the value of our 
action project to our community.   

 
 Letter writer’s name __________________________________________________________________   
 
 Position/Organization _____________________________________________________________ 

 
Email address __________________________________________________________________  

 
___ We attach a copy of a 1-2 page news release or news article that describes our action project.   
 
 
Project Title and ~25 word description:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Project Dates.  We have (check one and fill in date)   

___ Planned and committed to our project.  We expect to start on (date) __________________ 

___ Started work on our project on (date) ___________________  

___ Completed our project on (date) _____________________  

 
1/12/22 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT     
 
Teams who have taken their research and put it to work to improve their community beyond simply reporting their research 
can earn the 2022 Mass Envirothon Community Action Award.  What kind(s) of action has YOUR team engaged in? 
 
__ SCIENCE RESEARCH:  We engaged in our own data collection and analysis related to waste management.  
 
__ EDUCATION:  We provided formal or informal education experiences for K-12 students and/or the general public. 
 
__ CIVIC ENGAGEMENT:  We took action(s) aimed at making changes in practices, policy, laws, or regulations.   
 
__ OTHER ACTION:  We have taken what we learned in our research and put it to work for our community in a different way. 

 

mailto:wsnyder@umass.edu
https://maenvirothon.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/writing_a_news_release_2016.pdf


Massachusetts Envirothon 2022 

Community ACTION Award 
Media Challenge Certification 

 
Media Challenge 

 

Another way to earn the 2022 Envirothon Community Action Award! 
 
 
To submit:  Please scan/email completed form by end of day Monday, May 9 to Will Snyder at wsnyder@umass.edu. 

 
School/Organization ______________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                
 

Community Research 

___ We have completed the requirements for the Mass Envirothon Community Research Award and have 
submitted the Community Awards Signatures Sheet and Research Award Checklist. 

 
 
Community Action Media Challenge 

 
Mass Envirothon challenges your team to take what you have learned from your community research and your 

Current Issue presentation, and create a (your choice:  creative, hard-hitting, funny, effective) 2-4 minute 

digital/social media posting on: 

What our community needs to know to about Zero 
Waste and how we can get there 

 
 

To earn the Community Action Award in this way, you should: 
 

1. Complete the Community Award Signatures Sheet and Research Checklist.  Then, for your Community 
Action Award, complete and return this Alternative Certification page along with the Standard 
Certification page. 
 

2. Post a 2-4 minute presentation that Mass Envirothon judges, coaches, teams and others with smart 
phones or other devices can access on the day of the Envirothon. 

 
To qualify, your presentation must identify your school and include the Massachusetts 
Envirothon name and logo! 

 
3. Come to your Community Award interview ready to discuss these questions:  

 

• How have you aimed to get your message to the community in a way that they pay attention and 
understand? 

 

• How will you know that you have gotten your message across (How will you measure your 
success)? 
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